
291

Health Care Financing Administration, HHS § 412.50

(b) The medical necessity, reason-
ableness and appropriateness of inpa-
tient hospital care for which additional
payment is sought under the outlier
provisions of §§ 412.82 and 412.84 of this
chapter.

(c) The validity of the hospital’s di-
agnostic and procedural information.

(d) The completeness, adequacy, and
quality of the services furnished in the
hospital.

(e) Other medical or other practices
with respect to beneficiaries or billing
for services furnished to beneficiaries.

[50 FR 15326, Apr. 17, 1985, as amended at 50
FR 35689, Sept. 3, 1985; 50 FR 41886, Oct. 16,
1985]

§ 412.46 Medical review requirements:
Physician acknowledgement.

(a) Basis. Because payment under the
prospective payment system is based in
part on each patient’s principal and
secondary diagnoses and major proce-
dures performed, as evidenced by the
physician’s entries in the patient’s
medical record, physicians must com-
plete an acknowledgement statement
to this effect.

(b) Content of physician acknowledge-
ment statement. When a claim is submit-
ted, the hospital must have on file a
signed and dated acknowledgement
from the attending physician that the
physician has received the following
notice:

Notice to Physicians: Medicare payment to
hospitals is based in part on each patient’s
principal and secondary diagnoses and the
major procedures performed on the patient,
as attested to by the patient’s attending
physician by virtue of his or her signature in
the medical record. Anyone who misrepre-
sents, falsifies, or conceals essential infor-
mation required for payment of Federal
funds, may be subject to fine, imprisonment,
or civil penalty under applicable Federal
laws.

(c) Completion of acknowledgement.
The acknowledgement must be com-
pleted by the physician at the time
that the physician is granted admit-
ting privileges at the hospital, or be-
fore or at the time the physician ad-
mits his or her first patient. Existing
acknowledgements signed by physi-
cians already on staff remain in effect

as long as the physician has admitting
privileges at the hospital.

[60 FR 45847, Sept. 1, 1995]

§ 412.48 Denial of payment as a result
of admissions and quality review.

(a) If HCFA determines, on the basis
of information supplied by a PRO that
a hospital has misrepresented admis-
sions, discharges, or billing informa-
tion, or has taken an action that re-
sults in the unnecessary admission of
an individual entitled to benefits under
Part A, unnecessary multiple admis-
sions of an individual, or other inap-
propriate medical or other practices
with respect to beneficiaries or billing
for services furnished to beneficiaries,
HCFA may as appropriate—

(1) Deny payment (in whole or in
part) under Part A with respect to in-
patient hospital services provided with
respect to such an unnecessary admis-
sion or subsequent readmission of an
individual; or

(2) Require the hospital to take other
corrective action necessary to prevent
or correct the inappropriate practice.

(b) When payment with respect to ad-
mission of an individual patient is de-
nied by a PRO under paragraph (a)(1) of
this section, and liability is not waived
in accordance with §§ 405.330 through
405.332 of this chapter, notice and ap-
peals are provided under procedures es-
tablished by HCFA to implement the
provisions of section 1155 of the Act,
Right to Hearing and Judicial Review.

(c) A determination under paragraph
(a) of this section, if it is related to a
pattern of inappropriate admissions
and billing practices that has the effect
of circumventing the prospective pay-
ment systems, is referred to the De-
partment’s Office of Inspector General,
for handling in accordance with
§ 1001.301 of this title.

[50 FR 12741, Mar. 29, 1985, as amended at 50
FR 35688, 35689, Sept. 3, 1985; 51 FR 34787,
Sept. 30, 1986; 57 FR 39821, Sept. 1, 1992]

§ 412.50 Furnishing of inpatient hos-
pital services directly or under ar-
rangements.

(a) The applicable payments made
under the prospective payment sys-
tems, as described in subparts H and M
of this part, are payment in full for all
inpatient hospital services, as defined
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in § 409.10 of this chapter, other than
physicians’ services to individual pa-
tients reimbursable on a reasonable
charge basis (in accordance with the
criteria of § 415.102(a) of this chapter).

(b) HCFA does not pay any provider
or supplier other than the hospital for
services furnished to a beneficiary who
is an inpatient, except for physicians’
services reimbursable under § 405.550(b)
of this chapter and services of an anes-
thetist employed by a physician reim-
bursable under § 415.102(a) of this chap-
ter.

(c) The hospital must furnish all nec-
essary covered services to the bene-
ficiary either directly or under ar-
rangements (as defined in § 409.3 of this
chapter).

[50 FR 12741, Mar. 29, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 38527, Sept. 30, 1988; 57 FR 39821, Sept. 1,
1992; 60 FR 63188, Dec. 8, 1995]

§ 412.52 Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

All hospitals participating in the pro-
spective payment systems must meet
the recordkeeping and cost reporting
requirements of §§ 413.20 and 413.24 of
this chapter.

[50 FR 12741, Mar. 29, 1985, as amended at 51
FR 34793, Sept. 30, 1986; 57 FR 39821, Sept. 1,
1992]

Subpart D—Basic Methodology for
Determining Prospective Pay-
ment Federal Rates for Inpa-
tient Operating Costs

§ 412.60 DRG classification and
weighting factors.

(a) Diagnosis-related groups. HCFA
establishs a classification of inpatient
hospital discharges by Diagnosis-Relat-
ed Groups (DRGs).

(b) DRG weighting factors. HCFA as-
signs, for each DRG, an appropriate
weighting factor that reflects the esti-
mated relative cost of hospital re-
sources used with respect to discharges
classified within that group compared
to discharges classified within other
groups.

(c) Assignment of discharges to DRGs.
HCFA establishs a methodology for
classifying specific hospital discharges
within DRGs which ensures that each
hospital discharge is appropriately as-

signed to a single DRG based on essen-
tial data abstracted from the inpatient
bill for that discharge.

(1) The classification of a particular
discharge is based, as appropriate, on
the patient’s age, sex, principal diag-
nosis (that is, the diagnosis established
after study to be chiefly responsible for
causing the patient’s admission to the
hospital), secondary diagnoses, proce-
dures performed, and discharge status.

(2) Each discharge is assigned to only
one DRG (related, except as provided in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section, to the
patient’s principal diagnosis) regard-
less of the number of conditions treat-
ed or services furnished during the pa-
tient’s stay.

(3) When the discharge data submit-
ted by a hospital show a surgical proce-
dure unrelated to a patient’s principal
diagnosis, the bill is returned to the
hospital for validation and reverifica-
tion. HCFA’s DRG classification sys-
tem provides a DRG, and an appro-
priate weighting factor, for the group
of cases for which the unrelated diag-
nosis and procedure are confirmed.

(d) Review of DRG assignment. (1) A
hospital has 60 days after the date of
the notice of the initial assignment of
a discharge to a DRG to request a re-
view of that assignment. The hospital
may submit additional information as
a part of its request.

(2) The intermediary reviews the hos-
pital’s request and any additional in-
formation and decides whether a
change in the DRG assignment is ap-
propriate. If the intermediary decides
that a higher-weighted DRG should be
assigned, the case will be reviewed by
the appropriate PRO as specified in
§ 466.71(c)(2) of this chapter.

(3) Following the 60-day period de-
scribed in paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion, the hospital may not submit addi-
tional information with respect to the
DRG assignment or otherwise revise its
claim.

(e) Revision of DRG classification and
weighting factors. Beginning with dis-
charges in fiscal year 1988, HCFA ad-
justs the classifications and weighting
factors established under paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section at least annu-
ally to reflect changes in treatment
patterns, technology, and other factors
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